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is described by him as a remarkable person, " a
republican and a democrat in all their sternness,
yet with no ordinary portion either of understand-
ing or good nature." In dress and appearance
she was somewhat singular, and had that dis-
regard for public opinion on such matters which
is habitually implied in the much abused term
" strong-minded." In this respect she had now
considerably toned down. Her views on the re-
lations of the sexes were those of William Godwin,
and she had put them into practice. But she and
the gentleman with whom she lived in permanent,
though irregular, union had succeeded in con-
straining, by their otherwise exemplary life, the
general respect and esteem. They were known
as " Mr. and Mrs. Mason," and had so far lived
down criticism that their actual position had come
to be ignored or forgotten by those around them.
Mr. Tighe, or " Tatty," as he was familiarly
called by his few intimates, was of a retiring
disposition, a lover of books and of solitude.
Mrs. Mason was as remarkable for her strong
practical common sense as for her talents and
cultivation and the liberality of her views. She
had a considerable knowledge of the world, and
was looked up to as a model of good breeding,
and an oracle on matters of deportment and
propriety.

She had kept up correspondence with Godwin,